
75th Goftegu public debate
Women, the principal war and post-war victims 

76th Goftegu public debate

Lost notice: Destiny of
 children is missing

The 75th Goftegu public meeting – a 
bridge between the elite and the citizens – 
of Armanshahr Foundation was dedicated 
to “Women and Justice” and it was held in 
Herat on 30th April 2011. The aim of the 
meeting was to familiarise the civil society 
institutions of Herat with the work and 
programmes of Armanshahr Foundation 
on the one hand, and to present “Justice 
for Women, in War and Peace”, a new title 
published by Armanshahr Foundation.
Moderator of the meeting, Mr. Roohola-
min Amini, the Foundation’s publications 
director of and its office director in Herat 
provided an outline of Armanshahr Foun-
dation’s work. A human rights organisa-
tion concerned also with transitional 
justice, Armanshahr has published more 
than 50 titles with print run of more than 
50,000. Armanshahr opened its office in 
Herat in 2010. Since then, it has organised 
13 Goftegu meetings in the city. 
The speaker, Jawad Darwaiyan, subse-
quently presented the topics discussed in 
the book, focusing on women and war. He 
gave a brief outline of the various conven-
tions concerning the protection of wom-

en, e.g. the Geneva Conventions and their 
additional protocols, the Convention on 
the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimi-
nation against Women, Convention on 
the Protection of All Persons against En-
forced Disappearances, UN Declaration 
for Protection of Women and Children, 
Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and 
Security.
Excerpts from his presentation:
Wars are the result of conflicts of inter-
ests of groups. There are three groups 
in every situation: proponents, passive 
opponents and active opponents. Vio-
lence is the result of reactions of the first 
and third groups. There are two kinds of 
practical approaches in different societ-
ies and cultures. Some people engage in 
war, massacre, rape and other types of 
violence. Others employ peaceful, non-
violent means. 
We have experienced war and violence. 
There are two groups on the field: the 
military and the civilians. Evidently, the 
defenceless people suffer the most. Men 
are either on the battlefield, detained or 
on the run. Women are obliged to protect 
the children, the old and the household. 
As a result, the principal victims are 
women, children and the old. On the oth-
er hand, many wars are caused by politi-
cal, ethnic, religious conflicts or injustice. 
Women, like men, are either involved in 
groups or cooperate with them. Hence, 
they receive a similar treatment. It may 
be summed up that women are the prin-
cipal victims of every type of war.

Continued on page 7
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The 76th Goftegu public debate – a bridge 
between the elite and the citizens – of Ar-
manshahr Foundation with the title of 
“Building the present and future of Chil-
dren” was held on 2 June 2011 to mark 
the International Days of Children and of 
Innocent Children Victims of Aggression, 
in cooperation with the French Institute 
Afghanistan at the Institute’s premises.

Continued on page 8
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73rd Goftegu public debate

In search of truth and
 justice in Afghanistan

Armanshahr Foundation organised its 
73rd Goftegu public debate under the 
title of «In search of truth and justice 
in Afghanistan, national and interna-
tional mechanisms,» in its offices on 
23rd April 2011. Two dozen students 
and civil society activists of Afghanistan 
participated at the meeting. The meet-
ing’s moderator was Seyyed Jawad Dar-
waziyan and the main speaker was Mr. 
Zia Moballegh, head of the Rights and 
Democracy Organisation.

Mr. Darwaziyan opened the meeting:
Revisiting the past and seeking truth 
and justice in Afghanistan under the 
headings of transitional justice, human 
rights, trial of war criminals and viola-
tors of human rights have constituted a 
«problem» in the past 10 years.
Remembering the dark and painful past 
and the pertaining challenges in societ-
ies, which have gone through wars, sup-
pression, coup d’état and dictatorship 
or are still facing them, is a difficult and 
complicated process. There are those 
who believe that an undignified past, 
which is inundated with darkness and 
destruction, should be forgotten. There 
are also others who believe that the 
past must not be forgotten, but lessons 
should be learnt from it; before forget-
ting, the past must be revisited.
Should the past be forgotten? If not, 
why not? If yes, how? Which aspects 
of the past should we forget and which 
aspects should we remember? How can 
we distinguish between the two? Does 
remembering the past really add to ha-
tred or to the contrary?
Even though remembering the past is a 
hard task for those without experience 
of the pains and sufferings, it would 
bring pain and a sense of guilt to those 
who witnessed...

Continued on page 9

77th Goftegu public debate

A comparative reading of the conditions of women in 
Afghanistan and Tajikistan 

 
The 77th Goftegu public debate – a bridge 
between the elite and the citizens – of 
Armanshahr Foundation with the title of 
“A comparative reading of the conditions 
of women in Afghanistan and Tajikistan” 
was held on 15 June 2011 in cooperation 
with Kateb Higher Education Institute, 
Kateb University Student Society and the 
French Institute Afghanistan at the prem-
ises of Kateb University.
The Speakers were: Ms. Lucia Diren-
berger (Researcher and PhD student at 
l’Université de Paris VII), Ms. Mazari Safa 
(former deputy minister of Women’s so-
cial affairs), and Mr. Mohammad Aslam 
Jawadi (Director of Sociology department 
of Kateb University).
Ms. Lucia Direnberger presented a de-
tailed report on the living conditions of 
women in Tajikistan and the legal, social 
and political obstacles ahead of their po-
litical participation.
Ms. Mazari Safa reviewed the conditions 
of women during the last 10 years since 
the ousting of the Taleban. Mr. Moham-
mad Aslam Jawadi focused on the need 
to establish a Women’s Studies course in 
the universities. About 150 students, civil 
society members, women’s rights activ-
ists and university professors as well as 
representative of the media were present 
at the meeting
The moderator was Ms. Sediqa Bakhtiari 
(Sociology student at Kateb University), 
who opened the meeting with the fol-
lowing words: Women have always been 
viewed with humiliation. Women were 
the second sex, lower than men and rarely 
enjoyed equal rights with them. Com-
bating such views started at the time of 
Amanullah Khan in Afghanistan. He and 
his wife Suraya endeavoured to establish 
schools and educational centres for girls. 
Equality of the rights of women and men 
was made into an issue in the close envi-

ronment of that era. When the Taleban 
entered Kandahar, women returned to 
homes they lost their right to education 
and work and became captives.
Ms. Guissou Jahangiri, director of Arman-
shahr Foundation, subsequently opened 
the meeting, saying: We, in Armanshahr, 
believe that we cannot bring about 
changes without preparing their appro-
priate ground. That is why we have come 
together with thinkers 77 times, we have 
organised 77 public dialogues on dif-
ferent issues; we have brought together 
hundreds of knowledgeable speakers 
of this country and more than 10,000 
good young thinkers. We have to read 
good new books to think well, to learn 
and to produce new ideas, to found long-
term cultural movements. In the past 
few years, Armanshahr Foundation has 
published books with a total print-run of 
more than 60,000.
Ms. Lucia Direnberger summed up the 
experience of policy-making in the for-
mer Soviet Union in regard to women 
as follows: Equality of men and women, 
bringing women into the public life and 
the labour market constituted the impor-
tant pillars of the Soviet policy. The age 
of marriage for girls rose from 9 to 16 in 
Tajikistan after 1924 and women were 
given the right to vote and be elected. 
Religious marriage and state-sanctioned 
marriage were banned. Women shed the 
veil in the whole of Central Asia in the 
course of a long campaign. Women’s lib-
eration was a great achievement for the 
former Soviet Union and Tajikistan.
The independence of Tajikistan in 1991 
and the eruption of the civil war a year 
later that left 100,000 dead and more 
than 600,000 refugees, dealt a great blow 
to the position of women. Nevertheless, 
the progressive laws have brought about 
great developments in this country. Ta-
jikistan is one of the poorest republics 
of Central Asia. More than 1 million men 
have migrated to Russia and women re-
main the fundamental axis of economic 
production in the country. War and the 
subsequent depression have led to an in-
crease in domestic violence and the rate 
of suicide among the women. In spite of 
legal ban on polygamy, underage mar-
riage and unjust and illegal divorce have 
become common...

Continued on page 9
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«The killing of Osama Bin Laden represents without any 
doubt a turning point in the fight against international ter-
rorism; however, this event does not in itself solve the prob-
lem, in particular in Pakistan; the issue is much more com-
plex», declared Souhayr Belhassen, President of FIDH.
« FIDH wishes to pay tribute to the thousands of victims of 
terrorist attacks commissioned by Bin Laden. An operation 
to capture Bin Laden was justified; however there remain 
doubts about the legality of the operation as it was carried 
out. FIDH regrets that Bin Laden was not arrested and sen-
tenced at the conclusion of a fair trial » she added.
Several days after the announcement of Osama Bin Laden’s 

death, the circumstances of the operation by American spe-
cial troops on the night from May 1st to May 2nd, 2011, are 
still unclear and several contradictory pieces of information 
have been circulating.
Therefore FIDH calls on both Pakistani and American au-
thorities to bring forth the truth about the circumstances of 
the operation against Osama Bin Laden, in order to prevent 
any rumours that would likely fuel a climate of tension.
Moreover, FIDH is concerned about the risk of reprisals by 
groups affiliated to Al Qaeda, such as Tehrik-e Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), which could lead to attacks against the civilian 
population.
FIDH calls on the Pakistani government to take all necessary 
steps to safeguard security in all public places, while respect-
ing fundamental liberties.
Additionally, FIDH worries that the death of Osama Bin Laden 
may be used, in the context of the fight against terrorism, as 
an excuse to commit grave violations of human rights, such 
as the multiplication of extra-judicial executions and the use 
of torture or other inhumane, cruel or degrading treatments. 
FIDH stresses that many civilians have been killed over the 
last nine years in the “war on terror” that followed the 9/11 
attacks.
Finally, FIDH calls on all governments involved in the fight 
against terrorism in Pakistan¸ Afghanistan and any other 
country, to strictly abide by universal norms of protection of 
human rights, in particular the right to life, physical integrity 
and to a fair trial.

The 72nd Goftegu public debate – a bridge between the elite 
and the citizens – of Armanshahr Foundation with the title of 
“Re-reading  60 years of contemporary history: from the de-
cade of democracy till today” was held on 14th of April 2011 
in cooperation with the French Institute Afghanistan at the 
Institute’s premises.
The topic of discussion was chosen to mark the conclusion of 
a working term of the workshop on revisiting the contempo-
rary history of Afghanistan. The speakers included Mr. Sakhi 
Monir, director of the National Archives, Dr. Sahebnazar Mo-
radi, researcher of history, and Mr. Ali Amiri, professor at Ibn 
Sina University. Mr. Seyyed Jawad Darwazian was the princi-
pal questioner of the meeting. More than 90 people, most of 
them students, members of the civil society of Afghanistan, 
women’s rights activists, MPs and journalists, participated at 
the meeting.
The moderator was Mr. Azizollah Shirzad who opened the 
meeting with the following words: We are living in a land in 
many districts of which, it is a crime to speak, teach, have a 
pen and engage in criticism. Armanshahr Foundation has so 
far organised 72 Goftegu public meetings intended to estab-
lish a healthy humane environment. Besides it has published 
more than 49,000 copies of books and booklets to promote 
reading and has supplied them to enthusiasts and the stu-

dents in particular for free.
We have been holding a workshop on “revisiting the con-
temporary history Afghanistan” for the past 10 months with 
students and other young people every week. The second 
part of our programme was concerned with the chronology 
of events in Afghanistan since the decade of democracy to 
this date, i.e. since the decade of the reign of Zahir Shah to 

the end of the first decade of the 21st century. Unfortunately, 
the number of books and booklets that have been written on 
chronology of events in Afghanistan are fewer than the fin-
gers of a hand. Most of them are full of mistakes. We have 
been facing many challenges and problems, for example:
• Most government departments, e. g. The History Depart-
ment of the Academy of sciences has not helped us, despite 
our frequent contacts...

Continued on page 10

72nd Goftegu public debate

Revisiting contemporary history 

Death of Osama bin Ladan; human rights must be respected in the fight 
against terrorism
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Report

Conference for coordination and national
 networking of victims

The Transitional Justice Coordination 
Group, consisting of 26 civil society insti-
tutions of  Afghanistan, organised a con-
ference for “Coordination and National 
Networking of Victims in Afghanistan” in 
Kabul on 29 and 30 of March 2011. More 
than 150 victims from various periods, 
who came from different provinces, took 
part in the conference. The goal of the 
conference was to make the voices of 
those victims heard by the authorities, to 
realise transitional justice in Afghanistan 
and set up a network of victims. Interna-
tional guests, MPs and members of the 
civil society and representatives of the 
media were also present.
The first speaker was Ms. Sima Samar, 
president of the Afghanistan Indepen-
dent human rights commission. She said: 
Atrocities were committed in the past, 
some of which have been documented. 
Unfortunately, the treaties and agree-
ments reached between Afghanistan and 
other countries or the international com-
munity, even the Bonn Compact, have 
failed to take justice into consideration. 
Most of the people in Afghanistan seek 
justice. There are different kinds of jus-
tice. When a village is bombed, all the ci-
vilians are victims.
Discussing the experience of Bangladesh, 
she said: They constructed a village for 
children who had been born as a result 
of rapes committed by the Pakistanis. No-
body is permitted to call them illegitimate 
children. Victims must continue their 
protests to obtain transitional justice and 
seek good governance. Families of victims 
are entitled to reparations that would 
provide them with a minimum living.
She said it was the task of every citizen, 
“not the Commission”, to document the 
violations. The commission’s work has 
shown that every ethnic community has 
had victims.
The next speaker was Farid Hamidi, a 
member of the advisory board of the pres-
ident for high-ranking government posts 
and a human rights commissioner. He 
spoke about the human rights opportu-
nities and challenges from 2002 to 2011. 
Referring to the Bonn Conference, he said: 
Despite the achievements, the most im-
portant challenge was that they failed to 
pay attention to justice and gave priority 
to security. The result is that today both 
security and justice are being lost. There 

is the same old fear of a return to the dark 
period of violation of human rights.
He went on: The Constitution contains 
certain achievements in regards to the 
basic rights of all the people in Afghani-
stan, but there are misinterpretations of 
the Constitution, in particular regarding 
religious rulings and human rights val-
ues. Even though the Constitution has 
guaranteed people’s political participa-
tion, there are problems regarding eco-
nomic and cultural rights, in particular in 
the case of women. The other problem is 
the double sided view of the internation-
al community towards human rights in 
Afghanistan. We bear witness to civilian 
casualties every day, both at the hands 
of the NATO forces as well as the govern-
ment and the insurgents. That’s a funda-
mental challenge. Our other problem is 
corruption, the first victim of which is 
justice and human rights. There is abuse 
of power and culture of impunity. The 
powerful people are assured that justice 
will not catch up with them. They sup-
port human rights to the extent that their 
interests require, not any more. Other is-
sues to which he referred included: vio-
lence against women, arbitrary impris-
onment and detention, disregard for job 
creation and balanced education.
Ms. Sheniki Krokhil, MP, made no ref-
erence to the role of Parliament in her 
speech. She said: We shall not achieve 
peace and reconciliation so long as peo-
ple have not been able to voice their com-
plaints. We have to gain knowledge of 
peace, otherwise reconciliation will not 
be established.
Mr. Zia Moballegh addressed the is-
sue of enduring peace and transitional 
justice. He said: There is no doubt that 
reconciliation is a necessity. Military so-
lutions have failed. With the increase of 
the number of troops and police and in-
ternational military forces, violence has 
increased proportionately. In his opinion, 
good governance, demobilisation, reinte-
gration, enduring employment, respect 
for human rights, national participation, 
mutual tolerance and investigating the 
past problems are essential components 
of peace.
Another component of peace, he argued, 
is a change in the approach and ideology 
of the opposition forces...

Continued on page 11

A critique of the
 Afghanistan music

 research project
Something other than culture and art has 
taken over in the contemporary turbulence 
culture scene in Afghanistan. It is no surprise 
therefore to hear that the Aga Khan Founda-
tion has recently launched the Afghanistan 
folklore music research project.
The Afghanistan regional music research 
project, which was launched at the initiative 
and under the management of Vahid Ghas-
semi, the renowned composer, singer and 
musician, a few years ago, is directed at the 
music of regions and the specific methodol-
ogy to study music. Although this is nothing 
new in the international scene and other 
examples of it are notable in Afghanistan, 
it has never been given serious attention. 
The project was started in the Badakhshan 
province and some other parts of northern 
Afghanistan. The outcome has so far been 
12 music CDs, one documentary film, a DVD 
of concerts of regional music and a manual 
in an attractive and valuable package. This 
work is worthy of praise for several reasons.
1. A fully Afghan team is in charge of the 
above-mentioned project, whose members 
are skilled and have knowledge of their cul-
ture and art. The past samples of music can 
only be discussed from an ethno-musicolog-
ical aspect, whereas identifying the culture 
and genuineness of her regional musical 
work requires more than academic knowl-
edge. Therefore, the accomplished work is 
very valuable.
2. Gaining knowledge of the music of Bada-
khshan, which is a culturally virgin area, is of 
great significance. In this package, we come 
across certain very rare melodies. The said 
study has focused on several issues, e. g. in-
strumentology of native songs, identifying 
genuine melodies and their specific perfor-
mance. The special dialects, occasion – based 
music, performance of epics, religious and 
love stories indicate the existence of a cul-
ture with a deep-rooted history.
3. The growth and evolution of art depends 
on continuity, something which has been 
considered a fully degenerate approach. A 
glance at works prior to the past three de-
cades would display their beauty and endur-
ance.
4.  Art is a beautiful and humane way out of 
the current challenges posed by the society, 
which has heard only the drums of war for 
many years and has forgotten the beautiful 
sound of harp.
It is about time to praise this cultural achieve-
ment. We only hope that this project will go 
on to record the music of all regions of Af-
ghanistan with the same accuracy and care.
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Armanshahr’s new books

“Justice for Women, in War and Peace”
This new book is a collection of articles on 
women, transitional justice, reparations, recon-
ciliation and security and endeavours to open a 
new window to transitional justice concepts and 
mechanisms from a gender viewpoint and  it has 
been published in the “Let’s break the silence 
series.” 
One of the most central topics in all the articles 
is women’s participation in deciding repara-
tions, planning for truth commissions, as well 
as women’s real participation in peace talks and 
processes, their presence at the negotiations 
table and their increased participation in mak-
ing decisions to settle conflicts and in peace pro-
cesses to ensure that their views will be taken 
into consideration in the future peace and rec-
onciliation processes. 
In societies like Afghanistan, which have been 
involved in war for several decades, women 
are neither recognised as fighters nor as war 
victims. Consequently, the need to enshrine 
gender-based views in transitional justice, 
reconciliation reparations, peace and security 
achievements programmes and processes are 
ignored. Discriminatory structures and mecha-
nisms constitute some of the fundamental rea-
sons for this. War conditions and transitional 
periods do not change those structures but in-
tensify and perpetuate them. Indeed, for many 
women, “peace time,” means “wartime,” and its 
perpetuation, because war goes on against them 
in other forms after the conclusion of armed 
conflict: domestic violence, honour killings, sex-
ual violence and rape, forced marriage and early 
marriage, trafficking of women, “economic and 
social violence,” etc. The point, however, is that 
the period of absence of armed conflict is not 
recognised as wartime.
Compiled and edited: Guissou Jahangiri and 
Khalil Rostamkhani 
In cooperation with: Shourangiz Dadashi
Typesetting: Kabir Ahmad Neshat
Design and layout: Rooholamin Amini
Print-run: 1000
Published: Spring 2011, Kabul – Afghanistan

“The Past Enlightens the Future”
This book is a collection of interviews with vic-
tims and political personalities and it has been 
published in the “Let’s break the silence series.”
The first part of the book is concerned with the 
collective memory and narrations by the war 
and violence victims from various periods, e.g. 
from the era of monarchy to the Taliban, who 
tell the stories in simple narrative. The second 
part contains detailed interviews with political 
and influential personalities all of whom have 
been engaged in power politics in the past. 
Some of them have examined the past from a 
critical perspective. Some others have blamed 
despotism and dictatorship for perpetuation 
of extralegal structures and political and social 
disintegration of the society. The interviews 
have been conducted in the completely friendly 
and honest moment without following the spe-
cific methodology.
Excerpts from the preface: No community can 
achieve peace by forgetting. Although remem-
bering the past is a very complicated and pain-
ful task for those who have experienced it, there 
exists no other way for shedding light to it. It 
must be possible for every community to dis-
cuss the bitter events that changed the course 
of life of its people. It’s only then that the result-
ing pain and suffering will develop into a power 
to soothe those scars. Challenging the past is 
not tantamount to reviving the past suffering 
and creating discord in the society or stirring 
vengeance and disputes. It is only a mechanism 
to identify the atrocities committed in the past 
and to prevent their repetition in the future 
through setting up legal structures and account-
ability systems and stopping the promotion of 
the culture of impunity. Denial of a painful past 
will not help bring about peace and reconcili-
ation in crisis-ridden or post-crisis societies. It 
will only be a wound that is expected to open 
up any moment and create another crisis for 
the future generations. Grappling with the past 
is not intended to settle accounts between the 
victims on the one hand and the perpetrators 
on the other. This is a task that has to involve the 

whole society and its institutions by promoting 
it as a social discourse.
Print-run: 1000
Published: Spring 2011, Kabul – Afghanistan

 “A Review of War Ruins”
 “A Review of War Ruins” (An exact account 
of war, Herat 1989) is Rassoul Pouyan’s self-
witnessed account of events in Herat in 1989. 
The pamphlet has been published in the “Let’s 
break the silence series” in spring 2011. The 
writer narrates poverty, injustice and the dis-
orders arising from that situation. He has inter-
viewed a number of high-ranking commanders 
of the mujahedin on the current situation of the 
country and Herat, their relationship with the 
people, the conditions of education, the living 
conditions of the people, their hopes and disap-
pointments in the late 1980s. He also provides 
an account of the conditions of the mujahedin 
camps.
The writer’s impartial approach has made it a 
significant book in the absence of other related 
writings on the contemporary history of Af-
ghanistan.
Print-run: 1000
Published: Spring 2011, Kabul – Afghanistan

“Young people, a world between fear and 
doubt”
This is a book published in winter 2011 and is 
a compilation of the speeches and discussions 
in two public meetings (Goftegu 13 and 15) of 
Armanshahr Foundation. In Goftegu 13, which 
has provided the book’s title, the speakers were 
Messrs Khaled Khosro (journalist), Massoud 
Qiyam (journalist) and the late Seyyed Ghays 
Dehzad (former deputy director of Armanshahr 
Foundation). In this section, the conditions of 
the young people have been reviewed and criti-
cised by young speakers.
Goftegu 15 (“Social and Psychological Abnor-
malcies of the Young People”) was addressed by 
Mr Khalil-ur-Rahman Khalil (professor of Psy-
chology and Education School of Kabul Univer-
sity), Dr. Massoud Kauli (psychiatrist and a doc-
tor at Psychiatry and Neurology Department 
of Aliabad Hospital). Mr. Ajmal Baluchzada 
chaired the meeting and Mr. Mohammad Yas-
sin Negah (writer and poet and member of the 
board of directors of the Home of Writers) was 
the moderator.
The book has been published with the financial 
assistance of the European Union and Open 
Society Afghanistan. Its contents are the re-
sponsibility of the speakers and can under no 
circumstances be regarded as reflecting the po-
sition of the above -mentioned institutions and 
Armanshahr Foundation.
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The question of the left; a book review
Mohammad Reza Nikfar 

What does “the question of the left” mean? A 
book recently appeared in Iran in English (211+ 
xii pages), written by M. S� . Adib-Soltani: The 
Question of the Left and Its Future, Notes of an 
Onlooker. Hermes Publishers, Teheran 2010.
The writer is “an onlooker” but he emphasises 
that he is not impartial. Adib-Soltani pursues the 
emergence of the left through the “Enlighten-
ment” movement. The question is important for 
him because he believes the existence of the left 
is necessary: “The left must remain lively. The 
world is poorer without the left.”
Adib-Soltani does not restrict the left to the 
Marxists. The left seeks justice, is culturally 
modern and belongs to the Enlightenment tradi-

tion. Its understanding of reason is Kantian. In 
his view, the left does not wish the destruction 
of “the right”. He seeks a free society that would 
benefit from plurality of ideas and peaceful 
competition with them.
Adib-Soltani is translator of the works of Aris-
totle, Kant and Wittgenstein. As the title of the 
book indicates, its contents are truly “notes”, 
which the writer did not feel obliged to put in 
order. His heart beats for a cultured left. He is 
concerned with something more fundamental 
than the fate of parties and movements. He is 
concerned for Enlightenment, a rationality that 
should have encompassed the whole world, 
but it did not succeed. This is the background 
against which he poses the “question of the left”.
The writer regards the history of the left in con-
nection with the history of Descartian-Kantian 
free subject. In other words, he views the his-
tory of the modern era and the fate of moder-
nity as a framework in which the left solution 
is in presented and now the question of the left 
can also be posed in the same framework. The 
theme of his book is the study of the issue of 
modernity in the mirror of the question of the 
left.
Adib-Soltani believes that the truth offered by 
the left was a narration of the modern truth. He 
is of the opinion that it is 
really possible to talk of the “post modern” era 
and is genuine reality, even though this concept 
is vague.
The book has two sections. It takes its title 
from the second and principal section. The title 
of the first section is: “on the question of pre-
modern, modern and post-modern.” It contains 

judgements about Marx and Marxism. There 
are enthusiastic praises and criticisms based on 
sympathy with the left project to achieve free-
dom and justice. In this section, he criticises the 
bitter historical experiences and supports unity 
of the left and reform of the left project along 
a course that is identified by social democracy.
“Realpolitik” of the social democracy rides on 
the back of the middle class. Adib-Soltani sup-
ports a change of perspective from the lower 
class to the middle class and even speaks of the 
need for compromise between labour and capi-
tal. In his opinion, there is no alternative to the 
idea of democratic socialism within the left. He 
does not consistently tend to this kind of “Real-
politik”. Elsewhere, he radically poses the con-
frontation between ideal and reality, where he 
asks: Is the left in government still left?
It is proper to consider this question as a fun-
damental question and examine the question 
the left in the past and the present on that ba-
sis. The enduring question is: How can one be 
critical of power and seek to take power at the 
same time?

Universities in Af-
ghanistan are still 
using the same mod-
els for academic and 
research work, which 
were common prior 
to the Civil Wars, i.e. 
in the 1980s. There-
fore, they do not play 
a fundamental role 
in advancing knowl-
edge. Besides the 
state universities, 

however, there are some private universities 
some of which look promising.
The Ibn Sina Higher Education Institute has 
started publishing an academic research maga-
zine with the title of Ketab-e Sina (Sina Book). 
The first issue of the publication, focusing on 
law and political science, appeared in the spring 
2011. At a meeting held to celebrate the publica-
tion of the first issue, Mr. Seyyed Askar Mousavi, 
adviser to the Ministry of Higher Education, and 
Dr. Abdul Ghayum Sajjadi, rector of the Khatam 
ul-Nabiyeen Higher Education Institute spoke.

Mr. Mousavi said: Magazines and publications 
published in Afghanistan have a short life and 
usually stop publishing after a few issues owing 
to economic problems. We are living in a coun-
try where you may be given a higher position if 
you kill somebody. But research is a crime. In 
countries like Afghanistan, you may do what-
ever you wish as long as you are illiterate, but 
you will be brought to trial as soon as you be-
come literate.
He said there are problems with editing, trans-
lation of the preface into English (“the transla-
tor thought in Persian and wrote in English”), 
footnotes and references.
Dr. Abdul Ghayum Sajjadi said: Research and ac-
ademic work are more important than teaching. 
In countries like ours, university professors are 
at best conveyors of ideas and opinions of other 
thinkers. Teaching is a consumer work, but aca-
demic work is production of ideas. There are 
hardly any countries where they have achieved 
development without academic research about 
development. Academic work must provide 
solutions to practical problems. Tribal political 
culture is one of the serious obstacles to devel-

opment. This culture is opposed to develop-
ment, but it can be defeated and it is the task of 
the scientists to defeat it.
Subsequently Dr. Gholam Haydar Allama, man-
aging editor of Ketab-e Sina, and Mr. Moham-
mad Hossein Mohammadi, its editor, spoke 
about the establishment and goals of the pub-
lication and expressed hope that it will mark a 
beginning to academic-research work in other 
universities.
The preface of Ketab-e Sina, signed by the man-
aging editor, set out the publication’s goals as 
follows:
1. Publishing academic topics and creating a 
scientific source
2. Offering mechanisms needed to answer the 
fundamental questions in the society as a result 
of research.
3. Promoting the level of research in universi-
ties and other research centres in Afghanistan.
4. Providing a facility to publish research work 
carried out by professors and researchers in 
Afghanistan
5. Enabling Afghan researchers and professors 
to enter the international research stage.

Research and academic work in Afghanistan
Introducing 1st issue of Ketab-e Sina
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The question of the left; a book review

Politis asia 4 – 5 in 2nd Edition

Friedrich Ebert Foundation (Afghanistan) has pub-
lished “Women, sharia, gender” in autumn 2009 with 
a print run of 1,000 copies. The book was written 
by three writers with three chapters, and one edu-
cational manual. The writers are: Seyyed Noureddin 
Alawi, Seyyed Zia Moballegh Jafari and Seyyed Ali Zia. 
Salaam Institute compiled and edited the collection.
Seyyed Noureddin Alawi, a sociology professor, has 
authored chapter I with the title of ‘Women’s rights, 
movements and achievements’ where he has exam-
ined women’s issues in advanced and developing 
countries as well as Afghanistan. He believes the con-
ditions of women in Afghanistan constitute a social 
problem that has been caused by the inefficiency and 
negative performance of the public institutions. The 
low state of women in the society and violation of 
their rights pose a serious obstacle ahead of a more 
humane future. The study focuses on the social-cul-
tural dimension of women’s issue and discusses their 
social activities, education, marriage and local deci-
sions.
Chapters II and III are entitled ‘Sharia and gender’ and 
‘Violence against women’, respectively. The writer, Zia 
Mobsllegh Jafari, has taken a precise Islamic and aca-
demic approach, invoking first hand Islamic sources, 
i.e. the Koran and the Prophet’s tradition, to depict 
women’s real status in Islam and to expose the wide 
gap between the original religious messages and the 
historical realities. 
The next section concerns gender equality, which 
Seyyed Ali Zia, head of the Salaam Institute, has com-
piled. The topics in this section have been put in prac-
tice in the workshops of the Institute in the past few 
years. 
A PDF copy of the book is available at: 
http://www.fes-afghanistan.org/media/pdf/Wom-
en_Sharia_Gender.pdf

The second edition of Politis asia (No. 4-5) with the 
main heading of “Discrimination and political partici-
pation of women: Role of Education” is off the press.  
This issue of Politis asia contains interviews with edu-
cation and women’s rights researchers and activists. 
The book has three parts. 
Part I deals with ‘Education and its impact on political 
participation of women’, where the significance of fair 
education as a means of power is the central theme. 
Part II, ‘Political participation, beyond education’, fo-
cuses on critique of the male-centred discourse and 
the uniform international prescriptions for empower-
ment of women, and more importance is attached to 
employment than pure education of women for their 
struggle against discrimination and inequality. 
Part III is allocated to ‘the experience and struggles 
of women’s rights activists in Afghanistan’. It offers an 
insight to the experience of women’s rights activists in 
Afghanistan, their critical attitude to the patriarchal 
culture, unequal opportunities, discriminatory laws, 
NGOism and the struggles of women for equal rights, 
elimination of discrimination, political participation 
and occupation of high decision making positions.
Print-run: 1,000
Publisher: Armanshahr Foundation

Women, the principal war...
Women are also the principal victims in the 
truth seeking process. They are deprived of 
reparations. If they tell of their sufferings, 
they may be rejected by the family or the 
community and lose their husband. They 
are therefore forced to keep their experi-
ence to themselves. Thus, they are deprived 
of compensation, psychological care or oth-
er facilities. 
Some academics are of the opinion that Af-
ghanistan has experienced wars for many 
centuries. The wars of the second half of 
the 20th century were rooted in the mas-
sacres of Abdulrahman Khan. After mon-
archy, the republic under Davood Khan did 
bring privileges for women, but there were 
still discriminations, killings and violence 
against women as well as the whole popu-
lation. Although the era of the People’s 
Democratic Party was the best period for 
women, many women, as well as men, were 
uprooted and tortured. Thus, that era was 
given the epithet of ‘state terrorism.’ Under 
the Mujahedin and the Taliban, women ex-
perienced the most savage war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. 
There is an attitude toward the women 
rooted in religion, economy and tradition. 
The religious attitude, or its dominant ver-
sion, does not allow women to leave the 
home. Their duty is to give birth to children 
and to raise them. Women have no share in 
the economy. Most families view women 
and girls as burden. Women belong to oth-
ers and should go as soon as possible. Un-
der the tribal attitude, women who leave 
the house bring discredit and dishonour. 
They could lose their lives when they re-
turn. 
Darwaziyan summed up by asking: Would 
we have this history and narrative, if wom-
en had written the history of the world and 
Afghanistan?
Then, there was a free discussion. Mr. Yag-
houb Mashouf said: Western women fought 
400 years to achieve freedom and equality 
with men. In our country, the intellectuals 
who once defended women’s rights violat-
ed human rights and women’s rights later 
so much that when the Taliban took over 
the latter’s atrocities were forgotten. In our 
countries, individuals used ideas as their 
tools to do whatever they wished. 
Ms. Sakineh Hosseini, a member of the 
Provincial Council, said: Islam is the first 
religion that has given freedom to women. 
There are inequalities between the civil 
servants. If I and a male representative go 
to government departments to pursue the 
problems of our constituencies, the male 
representative receives respect and his re-
quest is fulfilled. I receive a different treat-
ment and my request is ignored. A male 
representative has four bodyguards, but 
I as a woman do not have even one body-
guard. 
Mr. Rahimi, director of the Afghanistan 
Independent Human Rights Commission 
in Herat, said: Violence in Afghanistan 
is caused by absence of social security. 
If somebody lacks violence, they will be 
oppressed. People who had to employ 
violence to obtain their rights, later used 
violence against others. Violence has al-

ways been enforced by men not by wom-
en. Our history is a male history. Women 
are not present in our history. We do not 
have a good past. The Communists made 
it worse, because they forced women out 
of the homes and prompted people’s resis-
tance. The war at Salimi district of Herat 
was prompted by the literacy campaign. 
Our religious beliefs do not occasionally 
allow equal rights for men and women. 
Those rights should be equal when our 
religious beliefs allow it. There may be 
girls’ schools at provincial capitals now, 
but as soon as we leave the centre, there 
are no girls’ schools. It is the government’s 
responsibility to set them up. A large num-
ber of women who live in the countryside 
are deprived of facilities. 
We should create a calmer society. On the 
other hand, we should prepare the ground 
for the participation of women and make 
sure that they are safe when they work 
outside at night. We should have an active 
judiciary, dedicated police, implement the 
laws etc. We can then talk about women’s 
participation. 
Mr. Amini, the moderator, responded to Mr. 
Rahimi: What is the difference between 
your opinion and that of the Taliban? It is 
exactly a question of women and justice. 
If we seek justice, it does not mean that 
men and women must have equal shares 
in everything right now. We may expect 
that, but it will not be realised soon. When 
it comes to war, violence and impunity, 
men are the perpetrators. When it comes 
to paying the price, women have to pay 
it. The first solution would be to demand 
gender justice. 
Mr. Rahimi retorted: It is true that the Tali-
ban also had the same idea. However, I be-
lieve that security should be provided for 
women not to keep women at home until 
security is improved. Take the example of 
children. When a woman has a small child, 
she has to breastfeed her every six hours. 
Is that possible in the office? A woman in 
that condition would sacrifice her child if 
she goes to work.  
Mr. Sarab, a poet and student of Herat Uni-
versity, asked a question to Ms. Sakineh 
Hosseini: Which do you defend, justice or 
Islamic ideology? Even the religious intel-
lectuals, who offer the most modern inter-
pretation of Islam, are of the opinion that 
Islam is a patriarchal religion. You may 
accept that as a religious person. The is-
sue of women’s freedom however is a new 
phenomenon of our time. There is a gross 
difference with religious beliefs. This is the 
confusion that women activists are facing. 
Women have always lived for men not for 
themselves. There is one point that the 
people operating in various fields have not 
realised and that is: Women are the second 
sex. 
Ms. Hosseini responded by referring to the 
history of Islam and religious teachings 
and the killing of women before the emer-
gence of the prophet. 
Mr. Khatibi referred to the shariah and its 
teachings, saying: If we were to take the 
shariah as the criterion, this is all there is 
for women. However, there is a great dif-
ference if we were to look at the civil soci-
ety and civility. 
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Lost notice: Destiny of...

The speakers were: Ms. Fatana Ishaq 
Gailani (Founder and chairwoman 
of Afghanistan Women Council), Mr. 
Mohammad Sarwar Hosseini (Dep-
uty-head of Literacy and Informal 
Training at the Ministry of Educa-
tion), Mr. Mohammad Aslam Jawadi 
(Director of Sociology Department 
of Kateb University), Ms. Safa Mazari 
(Director of orphanages, Ministry of 
Labour and Social affairs), and Mr. 
Shirkhan Ahmadzai (Cultural Direc-
tor of Afghan Mobile Mini Circus for 
Children). More than 250 members 
of the civil society of Afghanistan, 
university students, politicians, 
women’s rights and children’s rights 
participated at the meeting. 
Mr. Ajmal Baluchzada, the modera-
tor, opened the meeting with the fol-
lowing words:
First of June has been designated as 
the ‘International Day of Innocent 
Children Victims of Aggression.’ This 
is to remind the fact that every year 
massive amounts are spent for all 
types of nuclear and mass destruc-
tion weapons. On the other hand, 
children die as a result of hunger, ab-
sence of health and hygiene testing 
these and malnutrition and nobody 
cares. Children hope to live in an en-
vironment free of war and hatred. 
As in other Third World countries, 
little attention has been paid to chil-
dren in Afghanistan. Ten years have 
passed since the installation of the 
post-Taliban government, but the 
children not have clear future yet. 
We are still waiting for a clear and 
comprehensive policy concerning 
children and young people. Children, 
young people and women have been 
forgotten in this country. They do 
not enjoy the gift of literacy; they 
are raped; some of them have taken 
to begging and addiction. They are 
used in many terrorist attacks. Hun-
dreds of children die as a result of 
various diseases. Some others are 
killed or become invalids as a result 
of the current war and irresponsible 
air raids. We know well that we are 
the most disaffectionate nation to its 
children. We ignore their capabili-
ties, beauty and sincerity. They must 
know that children live in a differ-
ent world. It is our task to bring that 
world back to them. We hope we can 
assess together today any beneficial 

policies for children and to see what 
changes have been brought to bene-
fit our children, if any, by the people 
who have spent millions of dollars 
in their name. 
Ms. Fatana Ishaq Gailani said: I must 
point out a few points about Af-
ghanistan’s past, because our chil-
dren were born and brought up un-
der war conditions. In the old days, 
when there was no war and terror 
in Afghanistan, our children were 
brought up in a fully humane envi-
ronment.
Even though we did not have many 
schools in Afghanistan 60 years ago, 
and the health system had not ad-
vanced, he had a land of peace. It was 
important for children to have pride 
and to be Afghan. They grew up free 
from ethnic prejudices. However, 
Afghanistan was pushed into mis-
ery and darkness after 27th of April. 
The children, whose fathers were 
killed by the Communists, were 
taken to orphanages. Many chil-
dren suffered from lack of adequate 
food. They were always in queues 
for bread. Some others migrated 
and lived under terrible conditions 
in Pakistan. I’m opposed to orphan-
ages, because they cannot raise chil-
dren properly. We do not want our 
children to grow up in war again. We 
need more attention to and proper 
policy-making for children.
Mr. Mohammad Sarwar Hosseini 
said: Education is a basic human 
right that has been enshrined in in-
ternational covenants. The Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights and 
Convention of the Rights of Child 
(CRC) put forward a body of rights 
including: survival of the child, 
growth and development of the 
child, elimination of discrimination 
against and protection of the child. 
Children need protection of the par-
ents, because they cannot protect 
themselves in many cases. There 
are two very important advantages 
in the CRC: It considers children to 
be human beings and provides com-
prehensive rights for children.
In the Education for All document, 
there are six major goals, one of 
which is the preschool education 
of children. Indeed, reasoning takes 
shape in children at the ages 3 to 5. 
There are preschool education sys-
tems in many countries, which un-
fortunately we lack in Afghanistan. 

We have made some progress in 
basic education, from the first to 
the ninth classes. In 2002, Ministry 
of Education had 8000 students. 
In 2011, that number increased to 
8,000,000 students countrywide. 
The number of teachers has also in-
creased and the number of schools 
rose from 3400 to 12,000. Never-
theless, there are still 4.5 million 
children who do not have access to 
schools.
Mr. Aslam Jawadi said: There is a 
very important topic of discussion 
about the status of children and mi-
gration in the past. A migrant child 
does not have a history and it is very 
important to think about this. An-
other question is: What is the status 
of child in the mind of Afghans?
Some of the problems occur for 
children in the society, but they suf-
fer others at home in the family. We 
need to know the status of the child 
in the family in order to know their 
status in the minds of Afghans. The 
hierarchy in the family structure in 
Afghanistan is decided on the basis 
of kinship. Therefore, the important 
thing within the family is a body 
of features that have nothing to do 
with human values.
The first feature in Afghan families 
is the precedence of age. Opportu-
nities and advantages are available 
to people who are within a specific 
age group. The Afghans take a dif-
ferent attitude to men and women. 
The third feature is an instrumental 
view of children.
Ms. Safa Mazari said: Children suf-
fered a lot during the war. The whole 
infrastructure available to children 
was destroyed. Family institutions 
disintegrated during the war. There 
is no child in Afghanistan who has 
not suffered economically and so-
cially during the two decades of war. 
Children constitute half the popula-
tion of Afghanistan and they are the 
most vulnerable social group. We 
have child labourers, child offend-
ers, kidnapped children, smuggled 
children, child soldiers and girls 
who have been forced to marry.
Mr. Shirkhan Ahmadzai: Children 
are very talented and they have 
proved it whenever they had the 
chance. We must respect children in 
the society.
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A comparative reading of...
 War, the government’s  propaganda dis-
course about women, interference of inter-
national politics and assistance, the gap be-
tween the young and old generations and 
absence of research work on women have 
prevented the taking shape of a women’s 
movement in politics. Are some of those 
challenges comparable with the problems 
of our women in Afghanistan? 
Ms. Direnberger criticised the fact that 
women have been deprived of their auton-
omy as a result of the international money 
pouring into the planning and execution of 
programmes. 
Ms. Mazari Safa began her speech by quot-
ing a new report she had read: “Afghani-
stan is not a place for women to live in.” She 
focused her speech on four issues: health 
conditions, education, economy and po-
litical participation and women’s rights 10 
years after the departure of the Taleban. 
Despite the changes in the health condi-
tions of women, she said, every 30 minutes 
one woman dies at the time of giving birth. 
The average life expectancy of women is 
44 years and Afghanistan is one of the few 

countries in the world where women live 
shorter than men. Sixty to 70% of tuber-
culosis patients are women. Forty-five to 
52% of women suffer from malnutrition 
from the date of birth to adulthood. Ninety 
per cent of women in Afghanistan are il-
literate, in comparison with 36% of men. 
1 million girls between the ages of seven 
and 13 do not attend schools. In 2005, 
only 22% of 36,000 students who regis-
tered for the university entrance examina-
tions in 2005 were girls. The ratio of wom-
en with higher education is one to 300 in 
Afghanistan, in comparison with one to 5 
in Iran. Girls stay away from scientific and 
law courses in the university, and sexual 
harassment is rampant in the universi-
ties. Poverty is prevalent among women. 
The poorest women in the world live in 
Afghanistan, because women do not have 
the right to property and to benefit from 
their wages. Even though women shoulder 
50 to 70% of agricultural work and they 
weave carpets, they do not benefit from 
their wages. The average income of wom-
en in Afghanistan is $16 per month. 
Speaking of women’s political participa-

tion, Ms. Safa referred to some of the for-
mal policies, e.g. the 27% quota for wom-
en in the Parliament (67 seats), she said: 
Even though the Bonn Conference decided 
quotas of 30% for women at all levels, that 
quota has fallen to 18% in the past few 
years.
Ms. Safa pointed at cultural backward-
ness, fanatic customs and traditions such 
as giving girls to marriage in exchange for 
life, deprivation from inheritance, self im-
molation and rape as clear challenges of 
the current era and added: The goals of 
women in Afghanistan are as follows: cul-
tural growth, social and human rights im-
munity, abolition of ugly and anti-women 
traditions, access to education at all levels, 
economic power, abolition of economic 
poverty and access to health and hygienic 
care.
Mr. Aslam Jawadi presented an analysis of 
the reasons for the inequality of men and 
women in Afghanistan and focused on the 
need to establish women’s studies courses 
in universities and in Kateb University in 
particular.

In search of truth and...
it with indifference, especially in cases 
where the atrocities had a collective 
base. When a crime is committed in a 
country, everybody asks how it came 
about. That is when one seeks to find 
the «truth». Today hinges on yesterday 
and tomorrow on today. The past by 
itself does not stir tension, gaps and 
hatred. It is the past history that stirs 
them. That is the reason why it is nec-
essary to bring to trial the past and 
declare it dead. Human reasoning can 
no longer ignore the suffering of the 
victims.
Excerpts from Mr. Zia Moballegh’s 
speech:
There have been processes at work to 
end the war and bring about national 
reconciliation in Afghanistan in the 
past. The idea was to end the state of 
war in the country and let the people 
live in peace. Unfortunately, those pro-
cesses came to exist in the absence of 
truth seeking. We witnessed numer-
ous jirgas and councils that were es-
tablished to end the war, both at home 
and abroad. Surely this is not the right 
mechanism to end the war in this coun-
try.
There is a jirga for peace between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, the Peace and 
Reintegration programme, the Peace 
Consultative Jirga, the Peace Consolida-
tion Commission led by Mr. Sebghatol-
lah Mojaddadi etc. It is unclear how-
ever if peace will return to this country 
through these mechanisms. It seems 

that all those plans have failed, because 
none of those processes have engaged 
in truth seeking. Those processes and 
similar ones are doomed to fail if truth 
is not sought and an answer is not 
found to all the treason and violations 
of human rights. Those processes will 
fail, because the human life, property, 
dignity are of no value in this land.
It is difficult to achieve a lasting peace, 
because we lacked good governance, 
transparency, rule of law and public 
participation, accountability and a 
strategic political and economic devel-
opment perspective. It is certain that 
peace will not be achieved without 
justice anywhere. Peace is not possible 
without justice and justice cannot be 
achieved without attending to the de-
mands of victims. On the other hand, 
it is the responsibility of official insti-
tutions to document their crimes and 
human rights violations and submit 
those documents to the International 
Criminal Court. The peace process in 
progress at present, however, is intent 
on hiding the truth and the crimes that 
have been committed. It is ignoring 
the roots of the conflict. By passing 
the General Amnesty Law, they even 
extended amnesty to all the criminals 
and promoted the culture of impunity.
Subsequently, the audience raised 
questions that were mainly directed 
at criticising the Afghanistan civil so-
ciety. Some of the participants were 
of the opinion that the civil society in 
Afghanistan had only sought to imple-
ment projects without paying much at-

tention to the nature of the issues.
One of the questions was: How can we 
publicise the documents regarding vic-
tims?
Mr. Moballegh replied: We can attach 
significance to those documents when 
the government has the will to examine 
them. Otherwise it will be very difficult 
for us to put those documents into use 
to achieve justice for the victims. On 
the other hand, the government of Af-
ghanistan, in cooperation with the UN 
and the ICC, can investigate the docu-
ments. Otherwise, the civil society in-
stitutions must seek justice and truth.
The next question was: What is the 
task and responsibilities of the citizens 
of Afghanistan if the government and 
the international organisations do not 
have the will to seek the truth?
Mr. Moballegh’s response was: the Ac-
tion and Reconciliation Programme of 
the government was approved in 2005. 
Its third key section concerns truth 
seeking and documentation. Subse-
quently, they passed the Amnesty and 
National Reconciliation Law. Thus, our 
government has a double sided policy. 
Ultimately we have no choice but to 
seek justice.
Another participant was of the opin-
ion that the civil society institutions 
cannot achieve anything on their own, 
unless the young people, students, 
women and other groups of people 
join hands and pressure the Afghani-
stan government to begin the process 
of truth seeking. 
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 Revisiting contemporary...
They still believe an event can be consid-
ered historical event if it is 50 years old. 
• There is no coordination among the 
historians. That is the reason why most 
books written on the history of Afghani-
stan lack credibility and are devoid of 
new approaches to historiography. 
• We have hardly come across any writer 
who has examined historical events im-
partially. History is significant when it 
provides lessons to the future genera-
tions. Unfortunately, our historians have 
sufficed to narrating events and stating 
their own personal views without offer-
ing strong reasoning for their claims.
• It is very difficult for enthusiastic young 
people to gain access to governmental 
archives which have original documents. 
To sum up, historiography has not 
reached the stage of maturity in Afghani-
stan. There are however good opportu-
nities available to our scholars and we 
hope they will not repeat the mistakes of 
our predecessors.
Mr. Sakhi Monir said: it is to be noted 
that the National Archives, in particular 
the National archive of Afghanistan, are 
the home of the whole nation. There are 
180,000 documents and 8000 historical 
records in the National Archives.
We have noted during the past 60 years 
of historiography that modernism and 
modernity have been in conflict with 
tranditional culture. Our educated in-
tellectuals were unable to combine the 
culture of modernity with the traditional 
culture. In the past 60 years, colonialism 
came to an end in Latin America and Af-
rica, but in Afghanistan censorship ruled 
and pages of history books were torn off. 
The constitutional monarchy, the Consti-
tution, the assuming of power by a left-
ist government, the arrival of the former 
USSR in Afghanistan and the emergence 
of their resistance and Jihad movement 
were topics of discussion.
Mr. Sahebnazar Moradi said: it is very 
important for our young generation 
and intellectuals to have knowledge of 
at least the past 100 years of history of 
their land. The contemporary history of 
Afghanistan, as written in the past six de-
cades, is a history of atrocities, secrecy, 
fraud etc. Throughout this history, one 
finds out about the mistreatment of this 
nation by kings and rulers and the same 
problems and inequalities are still in 
place today. Generally speaking, the his-
tory of the past 60 years has been a his-
tory of destruction in our country. There 
are very few people in Afghanistan who 
recognise the methodology of history 
and follow it.
Mr. Amiri said: I want to ask Armanshahr 
Foundation why 60 years? Historiogra-

phy in Afghanistan is linked to Afghani-
stan dating back to 1747.
I shall concentrate mainly on the writing 
of history in Afghanistan. The first histo-
ry of Afghanistan, known as the Ahmad 
Shah’s history, was written by Mahmoud 
Hosseini. This means that writing his-
tory began from the outset of the estab-
lishment of government in Afghanistan. 
There are lies, falsification, distortion 
and other deficiencies in our history. 
However, we can notice those issues in 
history of all other lands. We may how-
ever say that this story has never hidden 
the truth. There were many people who 
tried to refute history, but they did not 
succeed. It is also incorrect to say that 
history has always been written by the 
powerful. To examine historiography in 
Afghanistan, we may classify the Afghan 
historiography into three categories.
First, the nationalist historiography 
came to become dominant in the middle 
of the 20th century. This category of his-
toriography fills the gaps in history. The 
history book written by Ghobar starts 
at 5000 years ago, but Afghanistan is 
not older than a century. There are lots 
of gaps in his history book: ‘Afghanistan 
in the course of history.’ In this category 
of historiography, the important thing is 
ideology on the basis of which history is 
written. Proponents of this type of histo-
riography are: Mir Gholam Mohammad 
Ghobar, Ahmad Ali Kahzad and Hassan 
Kakker.
The second category is the realist his-
toriography. The first historian of this 
type was Beyhaqi. Feyz Mohammad 
Kateb, the renowned historian, closely 
followed Beyhaqi’s method of work. The 
realist historiography does not cover 
the gaps. Nothing remains hidden from 
the historian’s eyes.
The third category stands somewhere 
in the middle of the two. It takes its cue 
from the past and the traditions. Ab-
dulhay Habibi and Sadiq Farhang were 
proponents of this category of historiog-
raphy.
Mr. Seyyed Jawad Darwaziyan asked the 
following questions:
• Why have we not been able to write 
the contemporary of history of Afghani-
stan in the past 60 years based on a ra-
tional foundation?
• Why have we not been able to contem-
plate our history and the basis of the so-
cial, political and cultural foundations of 
our land?
• Why has a collective memory not been 
created for us and we are still on the 
same route as before. Why is there no 
discussion of revisiting history in Af-
ghanistan, re-examining it?
• Mr. Moradi, why did the history circles 
fail to do their work jointly?

• Mr. Monir, what do you mean by na-
tional history? Is it the history written 
by the government and governmental 
researchers? Or is it history based on 
the realities of society? 
• Why are the governmental archives 
still in disarray?
The speakers took turns to answer the 
questions.
Mr. Amiri: The crisis of historiography 
is not confined to Afghanistan; it is a 
problem of all the peripheral societies. 
As I said before, historiography in Af-
ghanistan stands somewhere between 
the modernity and tradition. Therefore, 
historiography is in crisis not only in Af-
ghanistan, but everywhere and even the 
entire Islamic world. We have not been 
able to write history from a fully secular 
point. This is a crisis and it arises from 
the confrontation of two civilisations 
and cultures. One civilisation and cul-
ture is trying to impose its criteria on 
the second civilisation. Why did we not 
develop and historical memory? This is 
a very important question.
After World War II, a very famous Ger-
man philosopher, Karl Jaspers, wrote a 
very interesting article with the title of 
“Die Schuldfrage.” At the time, the Ger-
mans began to consider why Nazism 
managed to emerge from their history 
and culture. Unfortunately, in peripheral 
societies including Afghanistan, we do 
not have a trandition of self-criticism. 
Nationalist historiography has made the 
emergence of historical reason impos-
sible. It is evident that we shall lack his-
torical memory so long as we have not 
practiced self-criticism.
Mr. Moradi: Up to now, we have always 
argued that it was the task of govern-
ments to manage culture, to manage 
proper economic planning, and display 
that the government is not only a ruling 
oppressive institution, but an institution 
to provide services. Our governments in 
the past were nothing of the sort. They 
only ruled the nation oppressively.
Mr. Monir: The official history is the his-
tory that the governments or its agents 
write. A national history of Afghanistan 
must contain various elements. The first 
is documentation. I ask all historians to 
come to the National Archives where I 
shall provide them with the documents 
to use. The second is methodology of 
history. If the two come together, we 
shall have a national history.
The National archives have a short life 
span. That is why there is some kind of 
disorganisation. We are trying to have 
The National Archives Law reviewed, 
collect documents, films and other pa-
pers from all ministries and to set up the 
nationwide National Archives.
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Conference for coordination 
and...
He said: In other countries, where reconcil-
iation was achieved, the opposition forces 
apologised and undertook not to return to 
the past. That’s not the case in Afghanistan. 
Will they stop fighting for their demands? 
Are they asking for their demands peace-
fully? Do they stand for establishment of 
emirates? There are also other questions 
that have to be addressed during the rec-
onciliation process. The attitude of misogy-
ny and the abuse of women’s rights are not 
acceptable to anybody. Respect for human 
rights of all citizens is of special impor-
tance. The foundations of a successful pro-
cess are: truth seeking, reconciliation and 
forgiving one another, enduring peace... 
Otherwise we cannot achieve reconcilia-
tion
Mr. Moballegh continued: In my opinion, 
foreign sources cannot bring us peace and 
justice. Every country has its own solution. 
We have a long experience behind us; from 
national reconciliation of Dr. Najib to oath 
taking by the mujahedin in Mecca, demo-
bilisation, DDR, DIAG, Peace Commission, 
Peace Jirga, Consultative Peace Jirga, es-
tablishment of local councils etc, they all 
constitute a long list of efforts for peace. 
Unfortunately they all failed. One of the 
reasons for the failure is absence of good 
governance and components. For example 
DDR and DIAG demobilised the officers 
but did not create effective employment 
for them. There is not a clear definition of 
reconciliation. Reconciliation is a political 
mechanism to end the war and crush the 
enemy to create enduring peace. There is 
not an accurate definition of the opposi-
tion either. Lack of clear mechanisms and 
transparency pose questions. One other 
reason for the failure is the disregard for 
the people’s demands. Reconciliation will 
not be possible by sacrificing justice. The 
people do not believe in reconciliation, 
because the conditions are undesirable 
on both sides of the war. As a result, the 
people do not support the government, be-
cause it does not provide for their rights or 
for their needs. To keep our protests alive, 
we must file complaints, register petitions 
and undertake non-project activities.
Ms.Sari Kuvo, from the International Cen-
tre for Transitional Justice that operates in 
post-conflict countries, initially presented 
a report on the centre’s work in various 
countries. Referring to the challenges in 
other countries, she said we must take 
small steps to achieve great ideals. She 
relayed an experience from Chile and ex-
plained how Gen Pinochet was brought to 
trial by truth commissions, despite all the 
injustice he did the country. She argued 
that monuments must be constructed in 
Afghanistan to console the victims and 
serve as lessons for the future generations. 

She gave the example of Cambodia, where 
the buildings that the military had set up 
to torture the victims have been trans-
formed to museums.
Mr. James from the United Nations said: 
there are similarities between Afghanistan 
and Bosnia. There was war in Bosnia and 
there is war in Afghanistan. Bosnia had a 
weak government and there are signs of 
weak government in Afghanistan. Courts 
were inefficient there and that is also the 
case in Afghanistan. In both countries, 
the victims felt that they did not play a 
role in decisions after the war. The civil 
society institutions did not play a role in 
decision-making in Bosnia as is the case 
in Afghanistan. There are also great dif-
ferences between the two. There have 
been three periods of war in Afghanistan 
and an unknown number of people have 
been killed. The war in Bosnia was short 
and the regional states persuaded the 
warring factions to stop fighting. Inter-
national intervention has failed to bring 
results in Afghanistan. There was a court 
in Bosnia that operated during the war. 
The perpetrators were not granted immu-
nity in Bosnia, but in Afghanistan the op-
posite factions used political immunity in 
the process of reintegration. There was an 
international body in Bosnia that watched 
the government and observed the elec-
tion and reconciliation process; it does 
not exist in Afghanistan. There is not a 
truth commission in Afghanistan. There is 
a need to form victims’ movements in Af-
ghanistan. They existed in Bosnia. In some 
cases, however, the leaders took decisions 
and the victims did not play a role. There 
were great expectations there, many of 
which were not achievable, in particular in 
regard to the International Criminal Court 
for former Yugoslavia. In many cases, the 
people were not informed of their rights. 
They did not know the challenges. They in-
sisted on finding the disappeared persons, 
but they did not realise that it was not pos-
sible to find them. One of the lessons was 
that many organisations had been formed 
for the victims, but the voices of the vic-
tims were not heard there. The entire fo-
cus was on criminal prosecution.
Mr. Shahir, MP, a victim who had been 
taken from the fourth year of the Univer-
sity to prison, narrated his shared feelings 
with the victims: We shall raise the voices 
of victims in the Parliament. He argued 
that networks should be established to re-
alise transitional justice with the tasks of 
reporting the criminals to courts, creating 
lobbies and seeking justice, cooperation 
among the victims to bring the perpetra-
tors to trial and to prevent a repetition 
of the crimes. Our silence promotes the 
culture of impunity; our voices will help 
establish an enduring peace. The victims 
must lead the networks; national and in-

ternational experiences must be used and 
the institutions of victims must be self suf-
ficient.
Dr. Allameh, a university professor, ap-
proached the issue from a theoretical 
point of view and argued in his summa-
tion: Despite the examples given about 
the access of victims to judicial authorities 
and guarantee of fair treatment under the 
laws of Afghanistan, many of those laws 
are flawed as far as compliance with this 
principle Is concerned and they are by far 
behind the international standards. The 
most important deficiencies of the laws in 
Afghanistan in this regard are as follows:
1. In regard to access to justice and judi-
cial proceedings, victims are still margin-
alised. We may suffice to say that the pros-
ecutor decides instead of the victim in all 
the stages.
2. In the penal laws of Afghanistan, there 
is no mention of the need to provide the 
10 instances of protection for victims en-
shrined in the statute of the International 
Criminal Court.
3. In the laws of Afghanistan, redress 
concerns only financial compensation. 
Redress for psychological and emotional 
damages is an unknown concept.
4. Any mention of rehabilitation and pro-
viding medical and psychological care for 
the victims would most probably sound 
luxurious and unachievable, as would the 
provision of legal or specialised assis-
tance.
5. The last and most important point is 
that the laws of Afghanistan have made no 
mention of the rights of and protections 
for victims of international crimes.
Therefore, it is essential to amend the pe-
nal laws of Afghanistan in order to achieve 
a comprehensive criminal policy in sup-
port of the victims of crimes.
Mr. Karen from the United Nations said: 
This process will take a long time. Prior to 
the establishment of the truth commission 
in East Timor, the victims had prepared 
documents and the societies cooperated 
extensively with the commission. It is very 
difficult and in some cases impossible to 
try the criminals. In East Timor, 200,000 
people died, there were a large number of 
rapes, many people were imprisoned and 
women did not play a role in the struc-
tures and institutions. That country, like 
Afghanistan, is a traditional country. Wom-
en did not want to disclose the facts, be-
cause they feared for their honour. In East 
Timor, the media played an active role in 
reporting the stories of the victims.
Now the structures must be rebuilt or re-
established or repaired in Afghanistan. 
Courts of Justice must be established to 
investigate the crimes. The commissions 
take different forms in every country and 
there is not a single model.
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Other articles in Dari version No. 17-18

• A review of Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, by Jawad 
Darwaziyan
• Pig Philosophy, a review of the French translation of Liu Xiaobo’s book, by Saeed Payvandi, university professor in 
Paris
• A short review of “Statement of Inheritors of the Earth” (an epopee by Master Wasef Bakhtari), by Rooholamin 
Amini

Also translations of the following English or French reports and articles appeared in Armanshahr (Dari) No. 17-18:

• Amnesty International Report 2011, section on Afghanistan (http://amnesty.org/en/library/asset/
POL10/001/2011/en/519da037-1492-4620-9ed5-cac8f1cfd591/pol100012011en.pdf) (Page 55)
• La liberté d’expression, Agnès Callamard, Le Monde Diplomatique (http://blog.mondediplo.net/2007-03-27-La-
liberte-d-expression) 
• Des conclusions explosives, Jean-Arnault Derens, Le Monde Diplomatique (http://www.monde-diplomatique.
fr/2011/03/DERENS/20230) 
• Bases américaines sans frontiers, William Pfaff, Le Monde Diplomatique (http://www.monde-diplomatique.
fr/2011/03/PFAFF/20233) 

To receive regular information about Armanshahr Foundation you can join one of the following groups:

http://armanshahropenasia.wordpress.com
On Facebook: Armanshahr Foundation/OPEN ASIA

http://jayezasimorgh.blogfa.com/
http://campaign50darsad.blogfa.com/
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Armanshahr/OPEN ASIA Publications

1. One Thousand and one Poems for Afghanistan (anthology of writings and poems trilingual edition), Winter 2003
2. Caravan of Poetry for Peace and Democracy in Afghanistan (An anthology of poems); Spring 2003
3. Caravan of Light (for young readership); Spring 2003
4. Poems for Peace (Tajik edition in cyrillique), Summer 2003
5. In praise of Ahmad Shamlou, Living Conscience of International Poetry, December 2006 Goftegu series
6. Who is a citizen? What are their obligations and rights vis-à-vis government and the society? December 2006 Goftegu series
7. Role of Citizens in Seeking Truth and Justice, December 2006 Goftegu series
8. Social Justice in Islam, Systems of Governance and other Schools of Thought, January 2007 Goftegu series
9. Challenges of Freedom of Expression, Media and Press in Afghanistan, February 2007 Goftegu series
10. Democracy and Social Justice in Multi-ethnic Countries, March 2007, Goftegu series
11. In Search of Civil Society, International Experiences and Local Realities, April 2007 Goftegu series
12. Cultural Incursion and Impact of a Quarter of Century of Immigration on Cultural and Political issues, May 2007, Goftegu series
13. Against Oblivion, Experience of Truth and Justice Commissions, Monireh Baradaran, May 2007 Let’s break the silence series 
14. Do Afghanistan Universities have the Capacity to Produce Elites? June 2007, Goftegu series
15. Two Interpretations of Globalization, July 2007, Goftegu series
16. We are All Feminists (Perhaps we don’t know it), August 2007, Goftegu series
17. Women’s Movement: A National Movement or an Artificial Process? August 2007, Goftegu series
18. Women Celebrate Peace (An anthology of national/international poems by women for Afghanistan), Guissou Jahangiri, 2009, 
Spring 2009; Let’s break the silence series 
19. Tradition and Modernism, Confrontation or Correlation? Spring 2009, Goftegu series
20. Sayyed Jamaleddin and New Religious Thinking; Spring 2009, Goftegu series
21. What has gone astray in Afghanistan’s Higher Education System? Causes and Solutions; Spring 2009, Goftegu series
22. The 50% Campaign: Afghanistan Women’s Demands from the Future President, Spring 2009
23. Violations of Human Rights and US Policy, Summer–Autumn 2009 (Politis asia 1-2) 
24. Simorgh (An Anthology of Poems for Peace); Autumn 2009; Let’s break the silence series 
25. Youth and the Provincial Council; What is the Provincial Council doing? What do People Want? Autumn 2009, Goftegu series
26. A Practical Guide for Victims to the International Criminal Court, autumn 2009; Let’s break the silence series 
27. National Dialogue with Women: Justice Rendered or One Step Back? Autumn 2009, Goftegu series
28. It is an Abandoned Time Here, Rooholamin Amini; Winter 2010; Let’s break the silence series 
29. NATO, Exceptions to Democracy and Decline of Empires, Winter 2010, (Politis asia 3)
30. Voice of Victims for Justice, summer 2010; Let’s break the silence series 
31. From Structure of Parliament to a Critical Evaluation of First Parliament in Afghanistan; Summer 2010, Goftegu series 
32. Discrimination and Political Participation of Women: Role of Education, Spring-Summer 2010 (Politis asia 4-5)
33. Simorgh’s Feather (Selected poems of Simorgh Peace Prize); Autumn 2010, Let’s break the silence series 
34. Market Economy in Afghanistan, Autumn 2010, Goftegu series
35. From Book to Freedom of Expression, Autumn 2010, Goftegu series
36. Animal Farm, George Orwell, Summer 2010, Simorgh series
37. An evaluation of a decade of international presence in Afghanistan, Autumn 2010, Goftegu series
38. Afghanistan: In Search of Truth and Justice, Autumn 2010, Let’s break the silence series
39. To the 21st Cigarette, Rooholamin Amini, Autumn 2010, Simorgh series
40. Universal Jurisdiction, mechanisms to prosecute human rights violators, Autumn 2010, (Politis asia 6-7)
41. The Afghanistan Women’s 50% Campaign, Winter 2010
42. Simorgh, the Thirty Wise Birds (an anthology of poems and photographs for peace in Afghanistan), Guissou Jahangiri,
 Rooholamin Amini, Winter 2010, Simorgh series
43. Violations of Human Rights and US Policy, 2nd Edition, Winter 2011, (Politis asia 1-2)
44. NATO, Exceptions to Democracy and Decline of Empires, 2nd  Edition, Winter 2011, (Politis-asia 3)
45. Against Oblivion, Experience of Truth and Justice Commissions, Monireh Baradaran, 2nd  Edition, Winter 2011, Let’s break the 
silence series
46. Young people, a World Between Fear and Doubt, Winter 2011, Goftegu series
47. Revisiting our Collective Memory, Winter 2011, Goftegu series
48. Nothing Can be Said in Fifty Years (collection of poems), Homeira Nekhat Dastgirzada, Spring 2011, Simorgh series
49. Discrimination and Political Participation of Women: Role of Education, 2nd Edition, Spring-Summer 2010 (Politis asia 4-5)
50. The Past Enlightens the Future (a collection of interviews with victims and political personalities), Spring 2011, Let’s break the 
silence series
51. A Review of War Ruins (an exact account of war, Herat 1989), Rasoul Pouyan, Spring 2011, Let’s break the silence series
52. Justice for Women in War and Peace (international contributions), Spring 2011, Let’s break the silence series
53. Truth Seeking and the Role of Forensic Science, Physicians for Human Rights, Summer 2011
54. From illiteracy to war, from war to illiteracy, Summer 2011, Goftegu series
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